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There is a Redress Scheme for certain financially dependent cohabitants at the end
of their relationship, through death or separation.



You are a qualified cohabitant for the purpose of the Act if you have been cohabiting
(as described in Q1):

 for at least 5 years or 2 years if you have had a child together

  and

 are financially dependent on the other cohabitant

If a cohabitant is still married, she/he must have lived apart from her/his spouse for at
least 4 of the previous 5 years.



The Redress Scheme applies only to those qualified cohabitants whose relationship
ends after 1st January 2011, but the time spent cohabiting immediately before that 
is taken into account.



If your ex-partner dies, you can apply for provision from her/his net estate. You must
do this within six months after the probate or administration is granted.

If your partner dies during the relationship you can apply for a portion of her/his 
estate but it is not necessary to show that you are financially dependent on her/him.





A cohabitants’ agreement is only valid if

Cohabitants can make a cohabitants’ agreement which will be legally recognised.
See Q1 for a definition of cohabitants. Agreements made before the Act came into
force are also legally recognised.

Cohabitants’ agreements can only be about regulating joint financial matters during
your relationship and for when your relationship ends.

What are cohabitants’ agreements?

The cohabitants’ agreement must be in writing and signed by both cohabitants and



This legislation is very complex.
Don’t hesitate to contact Treoir if you need any further

information.



LoCall: 1890 615 200



Information Pack for Unmarried
Parents

Family Links, steps and stages 
For parents who are helping
their children to understand
their family situation.

Being there for them

 

For grandparents of children
 whose parents are not married
 to each other.
 

Issue Two

Reproductive Health Information
for Migrant Women
 Available in 7 languages

Taking the Stand

 

A guide for unmarried parents
 resolving disputes regarding care
 of their children.

Young Parents Survival Guide
 Issue One &

Information Leaflets
 

Guardianship

 Custody/Access

 Fathers’ Rights

 Cohabiting Parents

 Maintenance of Children

 Establishing Paternity

 Registration of Births

 Passports

 Child Abduction

 Shared Parenting

 Family Relationships

 Step-parent adoption

These publications and more

are available to download at: 

www.treoir.ie
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The National Federation of Services for
Unmarried Parents and their Children

Keep informed
follow us on  


